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This application has been examined 



Responsive to communication filed on // 



This action Is made final. 
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A shortened statutory period for response to this action Is set to exoir a —3 — 

Faaure to respond within the period for response will cause the fl nnLlm k' ~ ~ dav8 from tn * date of this letter. 

rwponse win cause the application to become abandoned. 35 u.S.C, 133 

«"« I TW FOUOTMO ATTACHMENT(C) ARE PART OF THIS ACTIO* 

1- □ Nonce of References Cited by Examiner, PTO-892 o n w««« ,~ 

l^r^ot^CltedbyAppllcam * □ ^^T B ^?^ PT ^ 

* □ on How to Effect Drawing Changes. PTO-1474. * □ f0rm PTO " 152 - 




Of the above, claims 




are pending In the application, 
are withdrawn from consideration, 
have been cancelled, 
are allowed, 
are refected, 
are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



7- □ T*, appacaaon has m* „«, lnhnB11 drW)Infll und9f 37 c.F.R. ,.as wMO are accept examination purpo*,. 
*■ ° format drawings are required In response to this Office action. 



*■ ^ ^ corrected or substitute drawings have been received 



PI _ "w- « "wwi iwwivaa on \j n( 4 e 

are U acceptable, □ not acceptable (see explanation or Notice re Patent Orawlng, PTO-948). 

has (have) been □ approved by the 



Under 37 C.F.R. 1.84 these drawings 



*• □ The proposed addmonaJ or substitute sbeet( 8 ) of drawings, filed on 
examiner. U disapproved by the examiner (see explanation). 



M. □ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 



-has been □ approved. □ disapproved (see explanation). 



" U T t °~^ a been received D not been receded 

U been filed in parent application, serial no. #It . 

- ; filed on 



PTOL-32B (Rev. ^89) 
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15. Claims 1-80 remain for examination. 

16. The text of those sections of T tie 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a pr; or Office action. 

17. Claims 1-80 are rejected under 3t U.S.C. 103 as being 
unpatentable over Paulsen et al. (<t,571 h56) in view of Smith 
(^,988,09^). 

18. Applicant's arguments filed 11/13/98 paper #5) with respect 
to claims as rejected under 35 U.S.C 103 have been fully 
considered, but they are deemed to be not persuasive. 

19. The obviousness grounds for rejecting the claims as 
presented in paper #3 (mailed 8/10/98 (examiner's first action)) 
continue and are hereby incorporated in this rejection by 
reference . 

20. The applicant argued in substance that: 

a) Smith's display panel does not include an overlaid membrane 
switch array as the applicant claims. Hcwever, such could have 
been implemented per col. 8 (line 8^-et ? eq . ) ) ; 

b) there is no connector as shown i or the cable in Paulsen. 
However, see figure 1 (61); 

c) there is no disclosure or suggestior in Paulsen that the 
display frame itself (which is comparable to the applicant's 
claimed closure panel) is intended to be removable from the base 
housing by the user by separation t f the hinge, much less 
reversed and reconnected, as called from in the claims. However, 
the display frame was obviously removab s per figure 88. It was 
obviously at the selection of the user tc dismantle the display 
frame ; 

d) neither Paulsen nor smith suggests the combination with the 
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other. However, examiner gave a reason-: for combining in his 
prior application. Obviously each pati it cannot suggest that it 
should be combined with ever other refe. ?nce in the world and if 
such were the case, each patent wau d simply state "all prior 
art written or disclosed in this univer 2 is hereby incorporated 
in this patent by reference". The nventors of those patents 
clearly relied upon the fact that the c mbination lies in those 
skilled in the art and the question is ould it have been obvious 
to those skilled in the data processing art to combine two or 
more references. In this case it wou d have been so obvious to 
have combined these two reference since Smith specifically stated 
that his system was for a portable computer display in which 
Paulsen contained. Hence Smith clear 1> stated such a combination 
of his system with a laptop type compu ?r such as Paulsen; 
e) the combination of Paulsen with ^mith does not suggest the 
reversed closure panel arrangement, do; s not suggest the problems 
caused by such reversal of the closure panel and does not suggest 
a solution to the problem. However, Pulsen did detail that the 
panel was removable and since it had two sides either the front 
(active portion) of the display could ace the keyboard or could 
obviously face way from the keybo^. d or be so placed that the 
active portion of the display was fac -d i.;p with the inactive 
portion of the display faced down ov *r the keyboard. In such a 
way the keyboard would have been such >ff from the user and one 
would obviously have noted that the tc tchings of Smith would then 
resolve the problem (eg., see col. 1 1 ine <t^-et seq • ) ) . 
21. The applicant's invention calls )r a portable computer of 
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the displav icl -f^/-„^ 

P *Y is faced away f rom t kBvhoarH 

Keyboard and over the 

keyb ° ard ' the keyboar d - > • u — to the user as 

- - — *.c- the keyboar . ^ ^^^^ 

-Pleats a membrane fop ^ 

y - However, Paulsen 

taught of a portable computer in whic the 

tne dl splay was removable 

<eg. see figure BP) nh. • 

Obv.ouslv tbe us r could ii2e ^_^ a ^ ^ 

"1-P1.V in one of two positions with e.ther the acti 

ier tne active portion of 

^ display f acing up Qr ^ ^ 

xuucara. Obviously if 

the Keyboard was blocked by the d 5n , 

d Splay whe " the display was 

'•«n 0 up, no keyboard was 

* able and when such was 
^ case Smith clearly indicated whflt q ^ 

ea. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Th« 

extension of tine policy as set forth a . PplJCant is re ™ded of the 
Practice of automatically extendi" CFR 1J36 <*>- The 

Perxod an additional monti upon fn' f sh -tened statutory 

UM. — r - - - Unu^t f ThV 

ACTIO^ ! " ™ S «™ TO THIS FINAL 

ACTION !N THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE r^F^'nT ^ MTE ° F T «S 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS rS! WI ™ IN TW0 MONTHS 

ACTION IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTFP T AND THE ADVISORY 

SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD ^HFW ru E "° ° F T ^ THREE-MONTH 
WILL EXPIRE ON THE DATE THE A^ISORY 1 STATUTORY PERIOD 

EXTENSION FEE PURSUANT TO ^ 37 CFR \ 1 7^ " ™ D ^ 

STtZnJ™ ° ATE ° F THE ^VISORY ACTION ^ * CALCULA TED FROM 

STATUTORY Period FOR Rc»n MGe H X TI0N IN NO EVENT will THF 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION ' ^ LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 

Any inquiry concerning this 
communications from the °n>munication or earlier 

Harrell whose telephone number ^703^3 "J? t0 ^Tb. 

should be directed to the Group re ^ ■ ° f thto a PP"«tion 
number is (703) 308-0754. P e Ption lst whose telephone 
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